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To the Point of Perfection 


Dear Maranatha Sister; 

A Christian will have obstacles and reverses 
in his spiritual housecleaning whether he 
plans for them or not. They are an absolute 
necessity mapped out in the plan of the 
Almighty for the sole purpose of bringing 
into view the hidden qualities of the inner 
man. By many touches of disappointments and 
not a few interferences, God is cleaning out 
of us the raw hindrances that would tend to 
mar the beauty of His holy temple. We find 
this to be true. In one thousand trials it is 
not five hundred of them that work for the 
believers good, but nine hundred and ninety- 
nine of them and one beside. 

We must accept every cleansing operation, 
rejoicing God is taking a special interest in 
the welfare of His earthly children above all 
the people that are upon the face of the earth. 
Did He not say, Whom the Lord loveth He 
chasteneth and scourgeth every son whom He 
receiveth? By giving us the ill wind with the 
acceptable breezes He develops in us that 
endurance called fortitude whereby we are 
able to stop without a murmur of disapproval, 
from planting to sowing and liking it, or from 
working to resting, sitting at the feet of the 
Master, fortifying the mind with heavenly 
things for the time yet to come. 

Bible love is the keeping of God’s com- 
mandments. However excellent our doings 
may appear before men, before God—with- 
out this love—they are nothing. First of all 
we must render our all with an eye single to 
the glory of God because we love and esteem 
His law above everything else. With such an 
attitude in mind it will not be so hard to be 
patient with erring humanity knowing we 
ourselves are also prone to commit the same 
transgressions. 

We will not envy others or desire any of 
their earthly belongings for God has prom- 
ised us the world to come for an everlast- 
ing possession. 

Our minds firmly stayed on the command- 
ments no provoking situation will have the 
damaging power to ruffle us into any unde- 
sirable emotions to the loss of life in glory. A 
mind filled to capacity with the thoughts of 
goodness and purity cannot and will not give 
out actions defiling and mean. 

Believing that whatsoever God sends in His 
great goodness toward us, we will hope and 
pray unto the end meeting our trials in 
humble submission. We will keep ourselves in 
the love of God from one day to another, the 
year round. 

Cleanliness is next to godliness and God 
demands we keep ourselves neat and our 
things orderly. For the standard His chil- 
dren present must always be above a question. 
When we open our mouths our speech must 
be clean, denoting purity of thought, our 
actions never low or unbecoming, in every- 
thing excelling to the point of perfection. 

South Amboy, N. J. L. M. K. 
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The Renewing of the Holy Spirit 


N THE SECOND chapter of Acts we find the account 

] of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. 
Before Jesus’ ascension to heaven He had instructed 

the apostles to tarry at Jerusalem until they should be 
“endued with power from on high.” 

Some time before His crucifixion, we read of Jesus’ 
promise of the Holy Spirit: ‘In the last day, that great 
day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any 
man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. He that 
believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his 
body shall flow rivers of living water. (But this he spake 
of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should 
receive: for the Holy Spirit was not yet given; because 
that Jesus was not yet glorified)” (John 7: 37—39). This 
was the promise. 

Included in Peter’s sermon on Pentecost was a wit- 
ness of the fulfillment of this promise. As further proof of 
the genuineness of the Pentecostal message and of the 
resurrection of Jesus, the Holy Spirit moved Peter to 
refer to the Psalms where King David had prophesied 
of the resurrection of Christ, that “his soul was not left 
in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption.” Adding, 
“This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we are all 
witnesses. Therefore being by the right hand of God 
exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of 
the Holy Spirit, he hath shed forth this, which ye now 
see and hear.’ The remarkable phenomenon that ‘was 
enacted on Pentecost was the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit which had been foretold by Joel, and again by 
Jesus Himself, as we just cited from John 7: 39. 

Pentecost is translated from the Greek word pentekoste, 
meaning “fiftieth,” obviously the fiftieth day after the 
harvest-consecrating, sheaf-waving ceremony of the 15th 
day of the month Abib or Nisan. Pentecost is also known 
as the “Feast of Weeks,” “The Feast of Harvest,” and 
“The Day of the First Fruits.” It closed the harvest 
season, as the Feast of Unleavened Bread opened it. 
Because Pentecost was observed about seven weeks after 
Passover, it was tied in with the Sabbatical system of 
feasts. 

In New Testament times the first Christian Pentecost 
fell on the same day as the old Hebrew festival. This 
year (1961) June 18, will be the anniversary of that 
event. The events narrated in Acts 2 mark the beginning 
of the Christian Church. Multitudes of devout Jews from 
what seemed “every nation under heaven” had been 
attracted to Jerusalem. About nine in the morning the 
Holy Spirit came upon the apostles, who were among one 
hundred and twenty disciples who were gathered there. 

Not only the disciples but the throng gathered to 
celebrate the old ‘Feast of Weeks” were included in the 
marvelous happenings. Beginning at v. 4 we read of the 
Holy Spirit coming upon the believers. ““And they were 
all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak with 
other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. .. Now 
when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, 
and were confounded, because that every man heard them 
speak in his own language” (vs. 4, 6). 

As the former Pentecost date was a harvest feast, it 


Was appropriate that the new Pentecost brought a harvest 
of “about three thousand souls”.(v. 41). 


The Power of Pentecost, a Partitive Arrangement 


Our subject for today is the renewing of the Holy 
Spirit. We look forward to a better Day when Jesus’ 
words in John 14: 12 will be fulfilled: ‘““He that believeth 
on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater 
works than these shall he do; because I go unto my 
Father.” 

Before the Holy Spirit could be renewed it would have 
to lapse, and that it was destined to lapse is clearly stated, 
and that it did lapse can be amply proved. 

In I Corinthians 13, Paul, comparing the value of 
charity or love with that of the gifts of the Spirit which 
were then the possession of the Church, has this to say: 
“Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, 
they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; 
whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. For we 
know in part, and we prophesy in part. But when that 
which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall 
be done away ... And now abideth faith, hope, charity, 
these three; but the greatest of these is charity” (vs. 8— 
10, 18). The gifts of the Spirit were given to confirm the 
Word. Once the perfect, or completed Word of God, had 
come, the partitive arrangement, the gifts of the Spirit 
with their convincing phenomena, were to be done away. 
The completed Word of God was the “perfect,” as we 
learn from Ps. 19: 7. And now abideth faith, hope, 
charity. These three, and no more. The gifts of the Holy 
Spirit had completely terminated. 

The historian, Gibbon, in his Decline and Fall of the 
Roman Empire judging from the records of human 
behavior to which he had access, stated, “since every 
friend to revelation is persuaded of the reality, and every 
reasonable man is convinced of the cessation, of miraculous 
powers, it is evident that there must have been some 
period in which they were either suddenly or gradually 
withdrawn from the Christian church. Whatever era is 
chosen for the purpose, the death of the apostles, the 
conversion of the Roman Empire, or the extinction of 
the Arian heresy, the insensibility of the Christians who 
lived at that time will equally afford a just matter of 
surprise. They still supported their pretensions after 
they had lost their power.” And what is even more 
surprising is that even in this enlightened Twentieth 
Century, many still support their pretensions with no 
power to back them up. 

It is said of Jesus that He “needed not that any man 
should testify of man: for he knew what was in man.” 
Furthermore He knew and forewarned us of the human 
tendency to fraudulence: “For there shall arise false 
Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great signs 
and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall 
deceive the very elect. Behold, I have told you before... 
believe it not” (Matt. 24: 24—26). It is clear that the 
cifts of the Spirit ceased. They were given to confirm the 
Word and ceased by limitation. The apostles started out 
with a new revelation to mankind, and after it was given 
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and the Word confirmed, the gifts of the Spirit ceased at 
the end of that age, and it is not to be given again until 
that future day when the prophet Elijah, the forerunner 
of Christ’s coming, appears. 

At Pentecost the apostles received an expanded out- 
pouring of the gifts of the Spirit—they had had it in a 
measure during Jesus’ ministry. People from seventeen 
different nations were present, and every man heard the 
speaker speaking in his own tongue. Jesus had told them 
to tarry at Jerusalem until they should be “endued with 
power trom on high.” ‘The arrival of that auspicious Day 
confirmed Jesus’ words. ‘his was after His resurrection 
and ascension, and the ten-day period during which He 
had appeared before the Father, rendered His account, 
been accepted, and glorified, and received of the Father 
permission to send the Holy Spirit. 


Two Outpourings of Holy Spirit Power 


‘Yo adduce the evidence that the giving of the Holy 
Spirit was a partitive arrangement, to be given for a 
stipulated time with a clearly defined time-limit, let us 
begin reading at the 16th verse of Acts 2. “But this is 
that which was spoken by the prophet Joel.” It is a matter 
of fact that the prophet Joel had spoken of two outpour- 
ings of the Holy Spirit. People usually fail to grasp this 
when reading Joel 2. Joel told of two events, a former 
and a latter rain. He did not tell of just one rain, but of 
two, a “former,” that is, “‘a sprinkling rain”; and then a 
“latter,” “a great outpouring” of the Holy Spirit. A 
“former rain” and a ‘latter rain” indicates two rains with 
a dry time between during which there would be no rain. 
We need to remember this, it proves the sponsors of the 
idea that the gifts of the Spirit are still available to men, 
to be either deceivers, or deceived. 

Peter said, “This is that which was spoken of by the 
prophet Joel.” Then, still quoting from Joel, he revealed 
something else: “And it shall come to pass in the last 
days,”—oh, something happened on the day of Pentecost, 
but something else is to take place in the last days—‘it 
shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour 
out of my Spirit upon all flesh.” There is coming a second 
and more abundant outpouring of the Holy Spirit in the 
last days, beginning when the grand prophet Elijah 
appears on the scene, to be followed by Christ. What a 
wonderful outpouring of the Holy Spirit there will be 
in the last days of Gentile times! The divine forecast 
continues: ‘your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, and your old men 
shall dream dreams: and on my servants and on my hand- 
maidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and 
they shall prophesy.” The phraseology here pinpoints the 
time of its fulfillment. This divine forecast reaches away 
down to the thousand-year-reign of Christ. “And on my 
servants and on my handmaidens”—the great number of 
people to be taken out for the populace of the Kingdom, 
“will I pour out in those days of my spirit.” They are 
classed as “servants,” in the respect that the 144,000 
firstfruits with Christ, as the rulers of the Kingdom, sit 
upon the throne, while the greater number stand before 
the throne and serve day and night. At the time of the 
latter rain the servants and handmaidens will be in the 
process of development; so as to receive it. 

Here are two outpourings mentioned. One happened on 
the Day of Pentecost, and the other is destined to be 


accomplished down in the last days, the great outpouring. 
But to get a fuller meaning of the two rains of which 
Peter spoke, and the proper location of each, let us turn 
and read Joel 2: 23, “Be glad then, ye children of Zion, 
and rejoice in the Lord your God: for he hath given you 
the former rain moderately,”—yes, the former rain 
moderately. Now notice the reading in the margin of 
your Bible from the Hebrew, it defines ‘‘the former rain,” 
as “‘a teacher of righteousness.” 

God is the great Teacher, and He sent this knowledge 
by Holy Spirit power. He gave the ‘former rain moder- 
ately.” The word “former,” is moreh in the Hebrew, and 
it signifies, ‘‘a sprinkling rain.” The outpouring at Pente- 
cost did not cover the entire earth, only a few received 
it. It is referred to as “a teacher of righteousness” 
“moderately.” The rain at the last day will be an abundant 
rain, it will cover the entire earth. It will result in all 
people knowing the Lord from the least to the greatest 
(Jer. 31: 34). 


Preceding the Latter Rain 


Joel then speaks of this latter, more abundant rain: “he 
will cause to come down for you the rain, the former 
rain, and the latter rain in the first month.” Were it not 
for Peter’s explanation at Pentecost we might think Joel 
was speaking of a literal rain, but with that explanation 
his meaning is too obvious to be mistaken. Now Joel is 
speaking about a former rain and a latter rain. That is 
why Peter at Pentecost said, ‘this is that which was 
spoken by the prophet Joel.” 

Now we will read from Joel of the “latter” rain: “And 
I will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten, 
the cankerworm, and the caterpillar, and the palmer- 
worm, my great army which I sent among you.” Of 
course, he is not talking about literal worms. It can be 
easily proven that these are symbolic terms used of evil 
men and women. Literal worms and caterpillars destroy 
vegetation and eat up the food crops, but that is not the 
destructive forces the Prophet was here describing. But 
he was speaking rather of the sinister forces that should 
“wear out,” or “cause to fail wholly” the saints, the 
bearers of God’s knowledge upon earth, and turn His 
saving truth into a lie; so completely diluting it with the 
fables and traditions of men, that its saving efficacy 
would be lost. The order of events pictured here is enlight- 
ening. The destructive work of the worms and caterpillars 
comes between the early and latter rains, which agrees 
perfectly with the facts in the case, as the long night of 
the Apostasy came between these two outpourings of the 
Spirit. 

The narrative continues: “And ye shall eat in plenty, 
and be satisfied, and praise the name of the Lord your 
God, that hath dealt wondrously with you: and my peo- 
ple shall never be ashamed” (vy. 26). At long last a time 
came when the “fig tree”—though barked and peeled and 
rendered inactive by the sinister forces pictured as 
worms and caterpillars—put forth leaves, and bore fruit; 
the life-giving knowledge of God was once more available 
to mankind. That made it possible for the hungry “to eat 
in plenty, and be satisfied,” and to praise the name of the 





Lord their God who had dealt wondrously with them. And 
that time is now. 

Then follows the great outpouring in the latter days. 
Joel words it as follows: “And it shall come to pass after- 
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ward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and 
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old 
men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see 
visions. And also upon the servants and upon the hand- 
maids in those days will I pour out my spirit” (vs. 28, 
29). 


The Greater Pentecost 


Now let us determine the meaning of the original word 
translated “latter rain.” It is the Hebrew word malqosh. 
The word for “former rain” was moreh, that is, a gentle, 
sprinkling rain, but the definition of malqosh is, “a great 
rain before the harvest,” before the ingathering when 
Christ comes. You remember Jesus said: “the harvest is 
the end of the world; and the reapers are the angels” 
(Matt. 18: 39). Hence Peter was correct when he said 
this latter outpouring was to be in the last days. It is 
the rain to begin falling just before the harvest, the 
restoration of all things by the grand prophet Elijah 
just prior to Christ’s coming to gather the good and bad, 
and separate them, when He sends His angels to gather 
them in. 

It is also interesting to note that Joel—and Peter 
quoted him without comment—further identifies the 
latter-day rain by pointing out other events which were to 
be contemporaneous. “And I will show wonders in the 
heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of 
smoke. The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the 
moon into blood, before the great and terrible day of the 
Lord come” (vs. 30, 31). The timing here may seem a 
little confusing, but it is not when understood. The latter 
rain is to accompany Elijah’s mission of turning the 
hearts of children of darkness to the fathers of light. It 
is through him that the latter rain will begin to fall. In 
Matt. 17: 11 Jesus foretold, “Elias truly shall first come, 
and restore all things.” Obviously, one of the first things 
to be restored will be the gifts of the Holy Spirit. With 
this restoration the latter rain shall have begun, but this 
first shower will be only a small beginning of a downpour 
that will last for a thousand years. 

Let us quote vs. 30, 31 again: “And I will show wonders 
in the heavens and in the earth [the political heavens and 
earth], blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke.” These 
forecasts are illustrative of the Battle of Armageddon, 
which will be a time of world-wide destruction and 
cleansing. “The sun [or great powers of earth] shall be 
turned into darkness, and the moon [the lesser powers] 
into blood, before the great and terrible day of the Lord 
come.”’ Now why should the facts be stated in this order? 
Would not the turning of the sun into darkness and the 
moon into blood constitute the great and terrible day of 
the Lord? Let us see. 

Peter, being so much closer the “source” of these fore- 
casts, had information not available to us, and his wording 
clarifies the statement. Let us quote his words from 
Moffatt’s translation: “And I will display wonders in 
heaven above and signs on earth below, blood and fire and 
vapor of smoke: the sun shall be changed into darkness 
and the moon into blood, ere the great, open Day of the 
Lord arrives.” The sun of man’s incompetent systems 
must be turned into darkness, and his “moon” into blood, 
before the splendor of that Millennial Day can appear. 

The Revised Standard Version and one other trans- 
lation employ the words “the great and manifest day 

(Continued on page 9) 


of the Lord.” Goodspeed words it: “before the coming 
of the great splendid Day of the Lord”; Berkeley: “great 
and conspicuous day of the Lord.” The Knox Translation 
reads, “the day of the Lord comes, great and glorious.” 
All these terms seem to indicate the splendor of the Mil- 
lennial Day, rather than the terror of the day of God’s 
judgments. Hence the timing is correct, the latter rain or 
renewing of the Holy Spirit, precedes the coming of the 
great splendid Day of the Lord. But it also will accompany 
that great Day. 

And what a consoling promise is couched in the words 
of v. 21: ‘And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall 
call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” They shall 
be saved from the destruction of that critical hour. Joel’s 
phrasing projects the thought of deliverance: “And it 
shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name 
of the Lord shall be delivered: for in mount Zion and in 
Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the Lord hath said, and 
in the remnant whom the Lord shall call” (Joel 2: 32). 

The first Pentecost with its thrilling adventure and 
notable accomplishments is long since a thing of the past. 
But let us not say to ourselves as did Gideon, when as a 
young man he was told by the angel that he should be 
the instrument through whom Israel would be delivered 
from the invading Midianites, ‘and where be all the 
miracles which our fathers told us of? ... but now hath 
the Lord forsaken us.” A greater Pentecost is coming! 
A greater outpouring of heavenly blessings is coming. Let 
us not join with the pessimists in the cry: “The former 
days were better than these,” for in this they answer not 
wisely (Eccl. 7: 10). Let us not attempt to live in the dead 
past, rather let us wse the days that we now have, They 
are our most critical days, the only days for preparation 
that we shall ever have. “It is far on in the night, the day 
is almost here; so let us drop the deeds of darkness, and 
put on the armor of light” (Rom, 13: 12, Moff.). The 
night is far spent, the dawn of that better Pentecost soon 
will burst in upon us. Let us spend our days in getting 
ready, not in singing swan songs. 


The Renewing of the Holy Spirit 


Just as certain as the Christian Pentecost arrived and 
became an accomplished fact, just as certain as the former 
rain fell bringing joy and blessings and assurance to the 
humble followers of the meek and lowly Jesus; just so 
certain will the Holy Spirit be renewed, the showers of 
blessing of the latter rain will fall, the things so long 
foretold will at last be consummated, God’s long silence 
will be broken; we shall have help from above! 

We should not allow the Pentecost anniversary to pass 
as an ordinary day. It was one of the greatest events that 
ever warmed and stirred the hearts of men and women, 
and it certifies us that the great things we look forward 
to are real and genuine. The former rain came, fulfilling 
the promise of a faithful God, the latter rain also will 
come, the Holy Spirit will be renewed, and perhaps soon. 

Jesus’ promise in John 14: 12 is true, and some day 
shall meet its fulfillment: “He that believeth on me, the 
works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than 
these shall he do.” During Jesus’ ministry just a few dead 
were raised; a comparatively small number of sick, halt 
and blind, were healed. After Pentecost doubtless a much 
larger number felt the healing touch of divine power. The 
record runs: “And they went forth and preached every- 
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The Desert as a Rose 


ARGE PORTIONS of the earth’s surface are composed 
of arid wastes calied deserts. In these regions there 
is little or no vegetation because of scanty rainfall. Trav- 
eling in the southwestern part of our country it is not 
uncommon to see dry expanses of hot sand, dotted with an 
occasional cactus and clumps of sagebrush, while just 
over the fence is a knee-high growth of lush green alfalfa 
or other flourishing vegetation. 

What causes the difference in the productiveness of 
these two fields? The soil seems to be of the same compo- 
sition and both have the same climate. Then why the great 
difference? Water! One is irrigated, the other is not. All 
that was required to transform this desolate wilderness 
into a veritable paradise was the one lacking element, 
water. Without this essential element life is impossible. 
Withhold the water and only a desert remains. 

An ancient Spaniard said of a desert that he saw in 
South America, “The land cannot be said to be dead for 
that would imply that it onced lived—it is just unliving.” 
That is not a very rose-like description, but the world of 
today, with its sin and pleasure seeking, looks very much 
like that to God—an unliving desert of evil. 

Why is it that spiritual growth is so hard to find? 

Lack of water! 

People in general will not accept of the God-given water 
of life and without having the living water of Truth in 
our hearts, the spiritual life is as impossible, as for a 
literal desert to bud and bloom without dew or rainfall. 

Many think they see in the dry and thirsty land, as it 
were, a mirage, where they hope to imbibe of life-giving, 
fruit-producing water for the spiritual man’s growth and 
well-being, only to encounter a dry basin of man-made 
doctrine in reality. 

This strange phenomenon called a mirage is quite com- 
mon in hot, dry regions. The intense heat refracts the 
light rays passing through the air, creating an optical 
illusion. Things appear to be where they are not. Hence 
a desert traveler sometimes sees a beautiful oasis suddenly 
appear, a short distance away, just off the beaten path. 
Many unwary persons have been allured by such sights, 
and longingly sought to refresh their souls at such a 
haven only to discover that the object of their pursuit 
was always “just beyond.” Delusion marks the end of all 
too many whose desire kept them vainly pursuing that 
which was and is not! 

Finally, a few sun-bleached bones mark the end of 
their wanderings. 

All Christian travelers should be keenly aware of 
similar dangers while traversing life’s barren wastes, 
seeking the Eternal City. Many pleasing illusions may 
appear upon the horizon only to vanish as deceptive 
phantoms as we seek to approach more closely, or to 
grasp them for our own, It is not God’s purpose, however, 
to perpetuate this state of desolation so prevalent in the 
world today with its disappointing unrealities. There is 
a better time coming! As the prophet Isaiah looked down 
the future, he foresaw, in the desert a highway, and a 
way. It was called the way of holiness. 

Every traveler walking in this grand way will always 
have sufficient of the water of life, for along it are the 
wells of salvation, and at the end, the celestial city of God 


with its eternal fountains. In that day shall waters break 
out in the wilderness and streams in the desert; the 
parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land 
springs of water. The wilderness and the solitary place 
shall be glad and rejoice, and the desert shall blossom as 
the rose! 





Life’s Lessons 


I learn, as the years roll onward 
And I leave the past behind, 
That much I had counted sorrow 
But proves that God is kind; 
That many a flower I longed for 
Had hidden a thorn of pain, 
And many a rugged by-path 
Led to field of ripened grain. 


The clouds that cover the sunshine, 
They cannot banish the sun, 

And the earth shines out the brighter 
When the weary rain is done. 

We must stand in the deepest shadow 
To see the clearest light; 

And often through wrong’s own darkness 
Comes the living strength of light. 


The sweetest rest is at evening 
After a wearisome day, 
When the heavy burden of labor 
Has been borne from our hearts away; 
And those who have never known sorrow 
Cannot know the infinite peace 
That falls on the troubled spirit 
When it sees at last release. 


We must live through the dreary winter 
If we would value the spring; 

And the woods must be cold and silent 
Before the robins sing. 

The flowers must be buried in darkness 
Before they can bud and bloom, 

And the sweetest warmest sunshine 
Comes after the storm and the gloom. 


May we live and learn life’s lessons, 
Leave the weary past behind; 
For there’s coming a bright morrow 
Which will give our heart and mind 
Sweetest rest from toil and labor 
After all the toilsome day, 
And the Master will repay us 
Who will work, and watch, and pray. 
Selected and altered. 





One of the hardest secrets for a man to keep is his lofty 


opinion of himself. 





Give to us clear vision that we may know where to 
stand and what to stand for—because unless we stand for 
something, we shall fall for anything. 
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Green Olive Trees 


HE PSALMIST sang, “I am like a green olive tree in 
the house of God: I trust in the mercy of God for 
ever and ever” (Ps. 52: 8). Today we voice the same 
desire of being worthy to dwell in God’s house—worthy of 
His mercy for ever and ever. 

Why did the Psalmist David choose a green olive tree 
for a simile? Perhaps the answer is: it was a cherished 
and valuable tree among the people of God. It is described 
as a large tree resembling the apple tree with slender, 
misty, grayish-green leaves, Its sturdy form indicates 
vigor, and indeed it is, often bearing fruit for centuries. 
It is said that there still are olive trees in the garden of 
Gethsemane which are descendants of the days when 
Jesus walked there. This is possible, as old trees send out 
new shoots from the ground before they go into decay. 

The best loved trees in Palestine are the olive; the best 
loved trees with God are trees of righteousness. The olive 
tree must be grafted to bear good fruit. In the vineyard 
of God, men and women likewise must be grafted to bear 
the fruits of righteousness. Contrary to nature, the spir- 
itual tree must bear the fruit of the tree into which it is 
grafted. From a life yielding no fruit to perfection, we 
must change and daily bear fruits of holiness. Patience 
under trial, longsuffering with others, curbing the unedi- 
fying words, unselfishness, loving-kindness, benevolence, 
sincerity, and loyalty to principle are some of the fruits 
growing on God’s green olive trees. 

The wild olives were only a thorny shrub with thin 
white blossoms and hard fruit, but with cultivation it has 
become a tree 30 or more feet high with lovely blossoms 
resembling the lilac, and yielding superior fruit. This 
seems a drastic change, yet not as great as the Christian 
must make in his life, for he must be made over com- 
pletely new in conduct and conversation. 

In His goodness, God is still extending the time, giving 
us opportunity which we must make the best use of, to 
become fully matured trees in His garden. Whatever soil 
He has placed us in is the very best for our spiritual 
development. Yet too often we fail to see what is best; 
we pray earnestly for sunshine and soft winds and He 
sends the rain of trials. We desire the company of those 
like ourselves, who fully agree with our whims and 
notions, but the cultivation He sends is the association 
of those who are opposite in taste and nature, thus culti- 
vating and stimulating greater growth in us. When cir- 
cumstances become trying, it is not ours to plead, “Lord, 
send someone else or some other trial and I will gladly 
yield.” This would indicate that we are still bearing the 
fruit of the wild thorny shrub. We forget that we are in 
God’s garden and His hand is guiding every tool that will 
make us over into living trees, bearing fruit of high merit. 
It is not ours to question how, when, or by what means, 
but to trust His leading. “In all thy ways acknowledge 
him and he shall direct thy paths.” 

The olive must first be soaked in water or brine to make 
it palatable to eat; but the greater use of the olive is the 
rich golden oil that is pressed from the crushed fruit. In 
Bible times it was said that no good housekeeper would be 
without a supply of olive oil. It was used in food, for fuel 
and medicine. Oh, that each of us might bear fruit whose 


oil might provide light on some dark pathway, or healing 
for some sinsick soul! 

The olive tree bears plentifully in its fifteenth year, 
yielding abundantly for centuries, but God speaks of some 
greater tree. “Those that be planted in the house of the 
Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God. They shall 
still bring forth fruit in old age; they shall be fat and 
flourishing” (Ps. 94: 18, 14). These shall bear fruit not 
only for centuries, but through all Eternity. 

It is said of the olive tree, that it is a symbol of strength 
and prosperity. To give someone an olive branch symbol- 
izes friendship. 

Let us earnestly pray for cultivation of our roots, for 
the showers from heaven that the sunshine may stimulate 
continuously greater growth in us. May we attain full 
maturity as living trees in the garden of God, and our 
branches be laden with heavy, well-ripened fruit when the 
Lord of the vineyard comes to reap the harvest! 


—— 
A THOUGHT STIMULATOR 
In 1788, Edward Gibbon completed his work, The 
Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. From this huge 
mass of fact and opinion we find that Gibbon lists five 


primary causes for the deterioration of Roman society. 
They are: 


1. The rapid increase of divorce and the under- 
mining of the sanctity of the home. 


2. The spiralling rise of taxes and extravagant spend- 
ing. 

3. The mounting craze for pleasure and the brutali- 
zation of sports. 


4. The building of gigantic armaments and the fail- 
ure to realize that the real enemy lay within the gates 
of the empire in the moral decay of the people. 


5. The decay of religion and the fading faith into a 
mere form, leaving the people without any guide. 


Are there lessons here for us today? 


We need not follow the Romans into an era of deca- 
dence, but we could. 


*, 
*ees® == Saee® i eee® Pg e® 


Morning Prayer 


“A New day, Lord; may it be spent 
In lending warm encouragement. 
May words that counsel and condole 
Be used to lift the troubled soul. 
Grant wisdom when I speak, 

Where I am tempted to be stern in judgment. 
May I show concern for all, 

Both strong and weak. 

There is no one who does not need 

A friendly smile, a kindly deed. 

So from Thy storehouse may I weigh 
Enough pure love to last this day.” 
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Habits 


“As the twig is bent, so the tree is inclined.” 
HE CAREER of Nicola Paganini, the famous Italian 
violinist (1784—1840), presents a striking example 
of the lasting effects of early training. In his boyhood 
days he was unable to find musical exercises difficult 
enough to satisfy him, so he wrote his own, often so 
intricate that their execution was impossible. 

He devoted all his time to his art, often practicing ten 
or twelve hours a day on single passages, until he would 
fall unconscious from sheer exhaustion. Of the results of 
this insatiable ambition and capacity for hard work, his 
biographer says: ‘Up to his thirtieth year, Paganini con- 
tinued his severe work of subduing the violin. By that 
time he had sounded its possibilities, and thereafter no 
one heard him play except in concert.” Curious rivals 
spied upon him to learn, if possible, the secret of his un- 
canny mastery of his instrument, which made him the 
sensation of Europe for years, but to no avail—his days 
of practice lay behind him. 

At this distance we can readily see that there was no 
secret in his success, that it was no fortuitous combina- 
tion of circumstances, no sudden, meteoric rise to fame, 
but talent brought to fruitage by those long, heart-break- 
ing hours of practice in youth. 

Several millions of people today follow, or profess to 
follow, the teachings of Confucius. These people could 
not by any stretch of the imagination be called a pro- 
gressive nation. The writings of this pagan philosopher, 
with their deification of tradition, custom, formality and 
conservatism have played a large part in this suppression 
of the potential abilities of the Chinese people. Yet Con- 
fucius, in his darkness, had sufficient intelligence to see 
that man shapes his own character by rigid adherence to 
a program of so-called virtue until it becomes a part of 
his very nature,—a virtue which, like all human right- 
eousness undirected by the Divine Law, is its own and 
only reward. Had he understood and been guided by the 
truth in the exercise of his immense influence, had his 
ethical system possessed even a fraction of the vitality of 
true Christianity, the history of China might be a very 
different story. 

That he also realized that youth is the proper time to 
form good habits is revealed by a maxim of his, which, 
however, is only partly true, but true enough to serve as a 
warning: 

“When a man at forty is the object of dislike, he will 
always continue what he is.” 

Franklin probably erred on the side of idealism (in 
fact, he admits that it proved too great a task for him), 
when he wrote: 

“Virtue is not secure until it becomes a habitude, and 
is free from the opposition of contrary inclinations.” So 
long as life lasts we shall be subject to temptation, we 
shall be conscious of the “opposition of contrary inclina- 
tions,” but with habits of righteousness stronger than 
these inclinations, virtue can be secured. We need not al- 
low ourselves to be overcome by evil, even though we can 
not remove it from our sight or consciousness; we are 


masters of our fate, captains of our souls, and can rise 
above temptation if we will. 

But, sad to say, experience teaches us that good habits 
are much more fragile than bad. They require constant 
care and attention; eternal vigilance is the price of safety. 
Evil habits, like weeds, require no cultivation—only neg- 
lect. To quote the Chinese master of learning again: 

“Tf the superior man abstains for three years from the 
observances of propriety, those observances will be quite 
lost. If for three years he abstains from music, music will 
be ruined.” Even so by neglect, the law of God and the 
rewards we might have obtained may easily be quite lost 
to us, even after having made much progress in our more 
active moments. And the time will come when our neglect 
will prove our ruin, as the Prophet solemnly warns us: 
“Give glory to the Lord your God before he cause dark- 
ness, and before your feet stumble upon the dark moun- 
tains, and while ye look for light, he turn it into the shad- 
ow of death, and make it gross darkness.” Then he shows 
the impossibility of changing habits at this late date: 
“Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his 
spots? then may ye also do good, that are accustomed to 
do evil.” We must form the habit of doing good before 
our feet stumble upon the dark mountain, for then it will 
be too late to change. 

Let us work while it is called today, for “the night 
cometh when no man can work” (John 9: 4). In the 
words of the Apostle, “Now is the accepted time, . . . now 
is the day of salvation.” Therefore, ‘‘see... that ye walk 
circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the 
time, because the days are evil” (Eph. 5: 15, 16). 

Let us, after gaining a victory, so safeguard it by habits 
of virtue that we will not lose our winnings at the first 
counter-attack by the enemy. Let us proceed cautiously, 
bearing in mind that we cannot follow the desires of our 
heart until we have exchanged our naturally deceitful 
heart for the “new heart and new spirit” which the Lord 
gives to those who seek for it in His way. Let us make our 
calling and election swre by remembering the admonition 
of our Master: 

“And what I say unto you, I say unto all, WATCH.” 





Not what we have, but what we use; 
Not what we see, but what we choose— 
These are the things that mar or bless, 
The sum of human happiness. 


The things nearby, not things afar; 
Not what we seem, but what we are— 
These are the things that make or break, 
That give the heart its joy or ache. 


Not what seems fair, but what is true; 
Not what we dream, but what we do— 

These are the things that shine like gems, 
Like stars in God’s true diadems. 


Not as we take, but as we give, 
Not as we pray, but as we live— 
These are the things that make for peace, 
Both now and after Time shall cease. 
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The Renewing of the Holy Spirit 


(Continued from page 5) 
where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the 
word with signs following” (Mark 16: 20). 

Paul, speaking of the ministries to the Jew and Gentile 
Christians, which Peter and he himself headed, had this 
to say: “For he that wrought effectually in Peter to the 
apostleship of the circumcision, the same was mighty in 
me toward the Gentiles” (Gal. 2: 8). Paul speaks again 
of the mighty power supplied to him in Rom. 15: 18, 19: 
“For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which 
Christ hath not wrought by me, to make the Gentiles 
obedient by word and deed, through mighty signs and 
wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God; so that from 
Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum, I have fully 
preached the gospel of Christ.” Speaking again of the 
power of the Holy Spirit during the former rain the book 
of Acts relates: “And God wrought special miracles by 
the hands of Paul: so that from his body were brought 
unto the sick, handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases 
departed from them, and the evil spirits went out of 
them” (Acts 19: 11, 12). 

But a still greater outpouring of the Holy Spirit, or 
latter rain, will fall upon every man and woman on earth 
who survives God’s cleansing judgments. All will feel 
the healing touch of divine power. 


The Renewing of the Holy Spirit, A Major Concern 
to Present Believers 


Salvation is the highest goal in the Christian’s life, it 
is the one thing he desires above every earthly consider- 
ation. But he cannot save himself, he can fit himself for 
salvation, but it is not within his power to bestow upon 
himseif that unspeakable boon. The power of God through 
Christ must be used to accomplish that much desired end. 
‘the divine pronouncement is: “But we are a colony of 
heaven, and we wait for the saviour who comes from 
heaven, who will transform the body that belongs to our 
low estate till it resembles the body of his glory, by the 
same power that enables him to make everything subject 
to himself” (Phil. 3: 20, 21, Moff.). Therefore the change 
from mortality to immortality, or the birth of the Spirit, 
cannot occur until after Christ’s coming and the Holy 
Spirit is renewed. Then, if faithful, we shall be made like 
unto the angels, with a vigor of constitution that will 
never decay; strength of intellect that will never weaken; 
beauty that will never fade; and life that will never end. 
As Jesus promised: “They which shall be accounted 
worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection from 
the dead ... are equal unto the angels; and are the chil- 
dren of God, being the children of the resurrection” (Luke 
20: 35, 36). And then we can die no more. 

There is a practical thought in Acts 2: 37, which should 
be stressed. “Now when they heard this, they were 
pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the 
rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?” 

This question propounded to Peter and to other apostles 
at the close of Peter’s powerful sermon on the Day of 
Pentecost is an evidence of conviction. The sermon was 
bearing fruit. Those Jewish people as they listened to 
Peter were aware that they had consented with their 
religious leaders in taking the life of the innocent One, 


and, although done ignorantly, they felt condemned. Too 
often the sermons of today do not contain the element 
to produce conviction, and seldom does a frame of mind 
to be convinced exist in the congregation. 

If as individuals we would obtain the greatest possible 
good when a practical lesson is forced home by a sermon, 
whether heard first-hand in public utterance or read in 
private from the printed page, we should employ the 
personal pronoun in our query as to its application, and 
say, “What shall 1 do?” Salvation is strictly a personal 
matter. Others can point out to us the way of salvation, 
others help us to see our faults by constructive criticism, 
and help us to overcome them through reproof and warn- 
ing, yet the burden lies with ourselves, hence the time- 
liness of the query, ‘‘What shall I do?” 

Life is too short and eternity too long to trifle away 
any time in indecision. When a divine command reaches 
our intellect we should fly to obey it. When a personal 
defect is pointed out we should at once be alerted by the 
possibility of our receiving an unfavorable decision at 
Judgment Day, and immediately go to work to correct it. 

That the Holy Spirit will be renewed is an absolute 
certainty, our sharing to the full the glories of that day 
is questionable, and none other than ourselves can answer 
that question. Let us not fail in this the greatest of all 
attempts. 





THE MASTER'S TOUCH 


In the still air the music lies unheard; 

In the rough marble beauty hides unseen; 
To make the music and the beauty needs 

The master’s touch, the sculptor’s chisel keen. 


Great Master, touch us with thy skillful hand; 
Let not the music that is in us lie. 

Great Sculptor, hew and polish us; and let 
Thy form shine forth; our own within us die. 


Spare not the stroke! Do with us as thou wilt! 
Let there be naught unfinished, broken, marred; 
Complete thy purpose that we may become 
Thy perfect image, thou our God and Lord! 
Selected and altered. 





We hand folks over to God's mercy and show none ourselves. 





QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


(Continued from page 11) 
fill the earth with His glory. From this point of view 
Nathan’s prophecy could properly have included David’s 
greater Son, Christ the Messiah. 

King David’s answer to the Lord’s gracious pro- 
nouncement, as recorded in vs. 18 and 19 of II Samuel 7, 
expresses this thought. We will quote from Moffatt’s 
translation: “Then king David went in and sat down be- 
fore the Eternal, saying, ‘Who am I, O Lord Eternal, and 
what is my house, that thou hast brought me thus far, 
Lord Eternal? And thou hast reckoned this a small favor! 
Thou hast gone on to speak of thy servant’s house for 
ages to come, and shown me a long line of generations.’ ” 
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Meditations 
On the (Word 


“God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of 
man, that he should repent: hath he said, and shall he not do 
it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good?” (Num- 
bers 23: 19). 


To the one who really loves God, and has a burning de- 
sire to share the eternal salvation which He has promised 
to those who are worthy, it is indeed assuring to know 
that He is not a man that He should lie, nor a Being whose 
excellent plans or liberal promises may fail through the 
intervention of death, or through inability to perform. 

Men may make liberal offers, but may not live to ful- 
fill them. Insurance companies have built up huge re- 
serves to insure men and women against want in their old 
age, or against physical disability, yet there is growing 
concern lest those foundations be undermined through 
inflation or political revolution. 

What the Almighty promises is conditional: blessings 
to the truly penitent, and the ultimate withdrawal of all 
blessings from the unworthy. Through Moses the great 
Lawgiver He states His ultimatum: “Behold, I set before 
you this day a blessing and a curse; a blessing, if ye obey 
the commandments of the Lord your God, .. and a curse, 
if ye will not obey” (Deut. 11: 26—28). And its being im- 
possible for Him to lie, at Judgment Day either one or 
the other of these rewards will be meted out to all who 
have covenanted to serve Him. 

It is a serious thought to contemplate God’s immuta- 
bility. Through Paul He declares, ‘Be not deceived; God 
is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 
he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the 
flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit 
shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting’ (Gal. 6: 7, 8). 
He demands perfection of character of all whom He 
perpetuates, and He will not change that plan to suit our 
individual whims and notions. It is for us to do the chang- 
ing. One would not sow weed seeds in his garden and ex- 
pect to harvest a crop of choice vegetables. We recognize 
the existence of the immutable laws of nature and act ac- 
cordingly. And the Almighty Himself is as unchangeable 
as these unchangeable laws, hence in our sowing for 
eternity we shall reap just as we sow. 

Singleness of purpose is one of the qualities God de- 
mands of His worshipers, and He will be satisfied with 
nothing less. In Deut. 6: 4, 5, Moses, shortly before his 
death, was giving a summary of the statutes and ordi- 
nances he had received from the Lord, and he listed as 
first in importance: “Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God 
is one Lord: and thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
might.” Jesus agreed with Moses and quoted his identical 
words—adding one sentence of His own—when answer- 
ing the scribe who, tempting Him asked, “Which is the 
first commandment of all?” There it stands: it was true 
in the days of Moses, it still was true in Jesus’ day, and it 
still is true today, for “God is not a man that he should 
lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent.” 


Purity of character has always been God’s demand, and 
He never will change from that, neither will the Judge 
say “Well done” to an individual who has not actually 
done well. The following Old Testament statements prove 
our point: “Walk before me and be thou perfect”; “The 
Lord is a God of knowledge, and by him actions are 
weighed”; “Cease to do evil, learn to do well’; “What 
doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to 
love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?” 

‘Beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of 
the flesh,” are the words of Paul; and the following are 
from Jesus Himself, one statement made during His 
ministry, and the other after He had ascended to heaven: 
“Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is 
in heaven is perfect,” and “blessed are they that do his 
commandments, that they may have right to the tree of 
life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.” 
It would be decidedly unwise for us to conclude that God 
in the end will reverse His position, and prove Himself 
a liar by bestowing the boon of immortal life upon us 
whether we have met His demands or not. “Every word 
of God is pure,” and if we dare add to them He in the 
end will reprove us, and we shall be the one to be found 
the liar (Prov. 30: 5, 6). 

A man named Uzzah once lived who failed to remember 
it was impossible for God to lie, and in so doing for- 
feited his life. At the time of the exodus of the children 
of Israel from Egypt God commanded Moses to prepare 
and erect a tabernacle, instructing him in detail how it 
should be designed and fabricated. He was told to pre- 
pare certain furnishings and appurtenances for the taber- 
nacle. Among these was the ark of the covenant. The ark 
being most holy it should not be touched, lest the offender 
die. Staves were provided for its safe handling. 

More than 500 years later King David chose to move 
the ark of God from Gibeah to Jerusalem. It was placed 
on a new cart drawn by oxen, Uzzah being one of the two 
men in charge of the moving. As the cart jostled he, out 
of love for the ark, put his hand and took hold of it to 
stay it, and was smitten dead. He forgot; but God never 
forgets, nor alters the thing He has spoken. 

It is hard for us always to remember that God cannot 
lie, and that if after the hardness and impenitence of our 
heart we treasure up for ourselves ‘“‘wrath against the 
day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment 
of God,” the reward of the wicked will be given us with- 
out fail. If the wages of sin were paid at the close of 
each week we would be less inclined to forget that God 
will be true to His Word. As in the days of Noah only he 
and his family believed God was telling the truth, and 
that the flood would surely come, so the world of today 
are faithless and unbelieving. 

On the other hand how comforting to know God will 
make good the gracious things He has spoken of the 
righteous. His promises and their eternal verity are 
forcefully linked together in Titus 1: 2, “In hope of eter- 
nal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the 
world began.” Patient Job knew that God could not lie, 
and that in the latter day the Redeemer would stand 
upon the earth, and the reward of a righteous life would 
be his. The words of the Psalmist (4: 3) are forceful: 
“But know that the Lord hath set apart him that is godly 
for himself”; and Solomon said (Eccl. 8: 12), “Yet surely 
I know that it shall be well with them that fear God.” 





Questions and Answers 


“If we die unsaved do we ever have a second chance? I 
don't think so.” 


No indeed! Life time is working time, if we fail to use 
it why should the Almighty be obliged to give us further 
time? “Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is 
tne day of salvation” says (II Cor. 6: 2). In Revelation 
22 Jesus reveals His approach to the covenant-makers 
when He returns to judge them: “And he saith unto me, 
Seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this book: for the 
time is at hand. He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: 
and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that 
is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, 
let him be holy still. And, behold, 1 come quickly; and my 
reward is with me, to give every man according as his 
work shall be” (vs. 9—12). As the tree falls so shall it 
lie. 

The resurrected sinner at Judgment Day will be judged 
by his past sinful life, the resurrected righteous man 
will win the approval of the Judge for what he has done. 
Christ the Judge does not weigh futures—just actions. 
“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his 
body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good 
or bad” (11 Cor. 5: 10). 





“Do you think a person that says he has been converted, 
but has never been baptized, then turns around and kills him- 
self will be saved at the judgment Day?” 


A man who was truly converted would never take his 
own life, that is not as long as he was in his right mind. 
A man who is truly converted lives in constant hope of 
eternal life, he is too thankful for the present as a time of 
preparation to willfully terminate it. Temporal reverses 
cannot discourage him. He is the best-braced of all men. 
Whatever trials come he counts them as “light afflictions.” 
His compliance with the law of God keeps him from the 
hazards of entangling alliances, hence he is spared much 
of the grief common to humankind. 





“In carefully harmonizing II Sam. 7: 12—16 with I Chron. 
22:9, 10, it would appear that God is referring to Solomon 
whom He calls His son and not Jesus, as thought unanimously 
by world religion. The only reference to Jesus here is the long- 
range prophecy of His kingdom which was exemplified under 
David, continued under Solomon, and was to be re-established 
under Christ Jesus which is still future. I would appreciate a 
comment from you on this subject.” 


Il Samuel 7: 12—16, the Lord’s words to King 
David, read: “And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou 
shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after 
thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will 
establish his kingdom. He shall build an house for my 
name, and I will stablish the throne of his kingdom for 
ever. I will be his father, and he shall be my son. If he 
commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men, 
and with the stripes of the children of men: but my mercy 
shall not depart away from him, as I took it from Saul, 
whom I put away before thee. And thine house and thy 
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kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy 
throne shall be established for ever.” 

These verses seem to refer especially to King David’s 
son, Solomon. There are a number of identifying features. 
“When thy days be fulfilled and thou shalt sleep with thy 
fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee.” This appears 
like a short-range prophecy, a forecast of events to fol- 
low in the near future. King David was to die and be suc- 
ceeded by his son. And besides, David will not be sleeping 
with his fathers when Christ’s kingdom is set up. As an 
overcomer, he will be seated with Christ in His throne. 

“He shall build an house for my name.” Solomon liter- 
ally fulfilled this forecast. He built the temple of the Lord. 

“If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod 
of men.” Indeed Solomon did commit iniquity, and died 
an “old and foolish king.” In sharp contrast Christ com- 
mitted no iniquity, hence needed no chastisement, and 
could not fit into this part of the prophecy. 

The last sentence of the verse: ‘““And thine house and 
thy kingdom shall be established for ever,’”’ could have a 
dual meaning. It could refer to the four hundred odd 
years that the kingdom of Judah, under the kingship of 
the house of David, existed after King David’s death, also 
to the everlasting kingdom of Christ to be established 
upon His return to earth. 

Now the question naturally poses itself, how could the 
Davidic kingdom be said to be established forever inas- 
much as it ended some four hundred years later. The 
term “for ever” is often used in the Bible in a sense 
other than the sense of everlasting. It may infer one’s 
lifetime, or some stipulated period of time. A statement 
from the Hebrew lexicon in enlightening: “Of time long 
past, antiquity, ancient times... It more often refers to 
future time in such a manner that what is called the 
terminus ad quem is always defined from the nature of 
the thing itself. When it is applied to human offairs, and 
specially to individual men, it commonly signifies all the 
days of life... forever, i. e., all the days of life.” 

The meaning of forever is always defined from the 
nature of the thing itself. When it is applied to human 
affairs, to individual men, it simply means all the days 
of life. As an example of how it is used in this connec- 
tion the lexicographer gives I Sam. 1: 22: “But Hannah 
went not up; for she said unto her husband, I will not go 
up until the child be weaned, and then I will bring him, 
that he may appear before the Lord, and there abide for- 
ever.” And I Sam. 7: 15 reveals the duration of Samuel’s 
appearance before the Lord: “And Samuel judged Israel 
all the days of his life.” “Forever” in Samuel’s case meant 
‘all the days of his life.” Likewise the duration of David’s 
kingdom, for ever, was all the time that it lasted until it 
ceased to exist. 

I Chronicles 22: 9, 10 definitely applies to Solomon, and 
the promise ‘for ever,” in the “I will establish the throne 
of his kingdom over Israel for ever,” was used in the 
same sense as aforementioned, during the lifetime of the 
kingdom. 

However, much that was spoken prophetically had a 
double meaning, picturing an event of ordinary impor- 
tance, at the same time looking ahead to a greater event, 
some feature associated with God’s avowed purpose to 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Al, 


2. II PSLLLALALAEALALLLALAAALAAAAA A A A A AL Ad A Ld dk hd dh dad de dad 





"We never have more than we can bear. The present 
hour we are always able to endure. As our day, so is our 
strength. if f the trials of many years were gathered into 
one, they would overwhelm us; therefore, in pity to our 
little strength, the Father sends first one, then another, 
then removes both, and lays on a third, heavier per- 
haps, than either; but all is so wisely measured to our 
strength that the bruised reed is never broken. We do 
not enough look at our trials in this continuous and suc- 
cessive view. Each one is sent to teach us something, 
and altogether they have a lesson which is beyond the 


power of any to teach alone.” 








POOPIPAPALLACAALALAAAA 4 Add dd de did hd ke dade hake hehehehe hk 


me" 








